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27 JANUAKY 1943 ...ttt ettt e e a bt e be e nab e b e e e ne e nane e 41
Target of Opportunity, Lemmer, Holland ..............ccooooi i 41
68th Sq., #41-23690 O, Cargile  MACR #15637 ......ccvvurrieriirieeieieeieissisissss s 41
68th Sq., #41-23776, W Sullivan  SPIRIT OF *76 MACR #15459..........cc.ccoormivmriniineinsnesssisssssssnens 42
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67th Sq., #41-23794 Q, Oliphant BOARDWALK FLYER MACR #16003..........cocorvumreneinreneenreneens 47
68th Sq., #41-23800 Y, Cramer THE CAPTAIN AND THE KIDS Crash-landed............cc.cccceevrrrninnee 48

16 FEDIUANY 1943 ..ottt et et e e ne e re e neenre e 49
Port Facilities, St. NAzZaire, FIaNCE .........oooicuviii ittt e s ebaae e 49
67th Sq., #41-23818 R, Long  MISS MARCIA ANNE MACR #4697 ......ccovvimriniineinsiseississsssesnens 50
66th Sq. #40-40354, Billings SNAFU MACR #5095..........c.ruurrirriseesnsesnssssssesssesssesssesssasssasssesssasesns 50

20 FEDIUANY 1943 ... oottt et et e et e e e st e e are et e re e reeneenres 51
Practice Flying, Shipdham, ENgland ...........cccocviiiiiiie i 51
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26 FEDIUArY 1943 ... .ot 52
WIilhelmShaven, GEIMANY .........couiiieiiiieieeie ettt st et sae e 52
66th Sq., #41-23777 H, Adams  MAISIE MACR #L6067 ..........ovverrrmrrmrenerseseesssssssssssssssssssssssnees 52
66th Sq., #41-23804 J, McPhillamey SAD SACK MACR #16053.........cccovuriniirrinriesinieniesesssessensnes 54

B IMANCN 1943 ...ttt 56
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LB IMANCN 1943 ... ettt b bbb n s 59
Airfield, Vegesack, GEIMANY .........cccccueiierieiiieiiesesieseesteeee e e se e e e ae e e steeaesneesneenas 59
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P Y Lol R 7 S RPPRPRSSR 60
WIilhelmsShaven, GEIMANY .........ccuoiieiiiieiienie ettt sttt b et sae e 60
67th Sq., #41-23832 N, Warne  MAGGIE MACR #15585 .........cccururrirrernrernrinrensisssssssnsssssssssssssssens 60
506th Sq., #41-24191 X, FOULS  CACTUS ..ottt 61

LA MAY 1943 ...ttt bbb bbbttt n s 62
[QT=] IR 7= 0= PSR 62
66th Sq., #41-24014 P SCRAPPY DESIIOYE .......curvrmrererirrississisneisesssssisssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssnnsns 62
67th Sq., #41-24278 Q, Brown MISS DELORES MACR #16558..........covverrirrerreneisnesnessssssssssneens 65
67th Sq., #42-40126 T, Roach ANNIE OAKLEY... MACR #2441 .........ccccovvmiirirnereiisrnsiissessesssiees 67
67th Sq., #41-23807 U, Phillips  LITTLE BEAVER MACR #2748.......cc.covvviiiernsiesisessssssssssissisnens 68
68th Sq., #41-23819 A, Howell RUGGED BUGGY MACR #15509 ........cccovvvmieniineinrinesssinsssseneens 69
68th Sq., #41-24009 W, Jansen  MARGARET ANN Returned to base ........ccccvevvvvveveieencne e se s 72
506th Sq., #41-24295 J, SWanson  WICKED WITCH .......cccoviniiiiiieininsisiesie s essessessessees 74
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68th Sq., #41-23813 V, Holmes VICTORY SHIP Returned t0 base........cccvvveieriniieiesiseeieesece i 76

17 IMAY L1943 ..ttt ettt b e e e bt et e e R e e be e R b e et e ne et e 81
BOIAEAUX, FTANCE ......evviiee ettt ettt ettt e e sttt e e e et e e s s s bt e e e s s et beeesssbbeneessbaeeeeans 81
66th Sq., #42-40130 H, Hilliard AVENGER Il MACR #3301.......cccceciieiiieieieieieiesesesessse s 82
66th Sqg. Casualty Capt. Diehl’s aircraft Returned to base........cccceveveiiiiiiiiiei e 83

P2 T | USSR 83
Ground Crew Incident, Cornwall, ENgland ............cccooeiiiiiiiiiiieceee e 83
68th Sqg. Casualties  Killed by Ming eXPlOSION.........ccoiiiiiiiiiiieie e 83

P 1|7 USSR 84
AIrdrome, LECCE, ITAlY .....oviiieiieee e e 84
68th Sq., #42-40094 Bar-E, Garrett  MISS VIRGINIA MACR #2L.....c.coovvieriiiernieieiiesesesssesssessenes 84
68th Sq., #42-40745 Bar-A, Peterson  MAGCR #22 .......ooiiiiiiiceecese ettt 85

A V1Y R OSSP 86
NAPIES, TTAIY ...ttt 86
67th Sq., #42-63763 F, Griffin  LADY FIFINILLA MACR #149 .......ccceueiirreieresiesesesssesssessesessnes 86
0 [0 [0 IS A SRRSO 89
Ploesti Oil Complex, ROMANIA..........cccciiiiieiiiie i nne s 89
66th Sq., #42-40182 A, Gentry FORKY 1 MACR #2415 .........cooovueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiesesesesessseesessesesseseen 89
66th Sq., #42-40777 N, HUGheS  FLOSSIE FLIRT ....cvuvueiuiieieieeiieiesssiesssie s 90
66th Sq., #41-24153 L, Lasco  SAD SACK Il MACR #2414 .........ccocevererereiierssesssiesssesssess e 91
66th Sq., #42-40375 G, Scrivner SCRAPPY [l MACR #L646.........covverireriieisieiesiesesesesesssessenes 93
66th Sq., #41-24015 R, Winger WING DINGER MACR #2410.........ccccooeveveeierersrsresssesssesessesenen 94
67th Sq., #41-24024, Carpenter  On loan from 376 BG MACR #15859 ........ccccccoiiiiiieniieiisesiee e 95
67th Sq., #42-40780 H, Jones AVAILABLE JONES MACR #2411......c.cooeveierereresesssesssess s 96
67th Sq., #42-40267 N, Mitchell HORSE FLY MACR #8250.........cccceimirivereieresesesiesssesssssesssssessenes 98
67th Sq., #42-40371 Q, Reinhart  G.l. GAL MACR #2412 ........cccovoeveeerereveeeeereseereeeeres s 98
67th Sq., #42-63761 D, Weaver LI’L ABNER MACR #2413 .......c.ccoovieieieriiiereeeeieeeeeee e 99
68th Sq., #42-40995 Bar-C, Houston MARGUERITE MACR #2416 & #3147 .....cccccovvvrrerisiereinnn, 100
68th Sq., #41-23813 V, Diehl VICTORY SHIP RetUINEd ......cccecveiiiiriie e 101
66th Sq., #41-23811 K, Miller FASCINATIN’ WITCH RetUMEd.........cc.cooevrrererereieeeeeese e, 102
93rd BG, Lt. Turner Interned in Turkey with 68th SQ. VOIUNTEET ........ccviieiiiiice 103

16 AUGUST 1943 ...ttt 106
Airfields and Marshalling Yards, Foggia, Italy .........cccccoiiiiniii e 106
66th Sq., #41-23778 F, Curelli  LADY LUCK MACR #3150 .....c.oovirireieireieiesssessssesessessessessessenens 106
67th Sq., #41-23817 L, Bateman SUZY-Q MACR #2445 & #02361 ..........cecevereerererererieressnsensnnon, 108
67th Sq., #42-41021 T, Hager BLACK SHEEP ........ccooosiiiieiieeeeeceeseeess s 108
67th Sq., #41-24229 P-Bar, Smith  BUZZIN’ BEAR.........cccceviieieieieie e 109
68th Sq., #42-40373 Z, Shannon NATCHEZ-BELLE MACR #3558...........ccccvvmierieinieissesssesesennns 112
506th Sq., #42-40778 T, Austin® SOUTHERN COMFORT .......cooeveieiieieceiese e 114
506th Sq., #42-40606 X, Whitlock TIMBA-A-AH MACR #3559.........cccceeriiereieieieseessse e, 116
506th Sq., #41-24201 Bar-O, Strong  BALDY AND HIS BROOD Landed in Malta.................cc....... 120

27 AUGUST L1943 ...ttt et e e s bt e et e e s ae e e be e e ab e e beesreeenreeannas 121
En Route Back to England from North Africa..........cccooeiieiiciciie e 121
389th BG, #42-40767, Lighter  MAGCR 12266 ..........coevveveerreieseeeeeeeseesesesssesiessesss s 121
Second North African Tour 0f OPerationS ..........cccveeiierieie e 123
@ o3 0] o T=T S L R 123
Airframe Plant for Messerschmitts, Wiener Neustadt, AUStria ..........cccccoveveiieieeiesnene. 123
66th Sq., #41-23811 K, Bridges FASCINATIN' WITCH .....c.covovveiereieieievee e, 123
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66th Sq., #42-72877 A, HObSON  MAGCR #9022 ......coiiiiie ettt nee s 125
66th Sq., #41-23936 J, Oakley QUEEN ANNE Crash-landed............ccooooiiiiiiininiienieceeeeee e 126
67th Sq., #41-23918 O, Bronstein - MARCIA ANN MACR #2806..........cccccceieiineiieeiieiiese e e sesnaneas 128
67th Sq., #42-41017 L-Bar, Carpenter  MACR # NOt KNOWN .......ooovvviiiiicicice e 129
67th Sq., #42-72853 Q, Henderson COUNT BRUGA MACR #6452........cccooeiiiiiiiiesiseeieieenienie e 131
67th Sq., #41-23779 G, Taylor 4-Q-2 Returned 10 DaSe.........ccouririiiiieiieee e 132
67th Sq., #42-72860 N, Butler MISS EMMY LOU Crash-landed ...........cccccoeveviiiiniiiincieeie e 133
68th Sq., #41-24009 MARGARET ANN Landed in Bari ........cccccevvviviiiisinieeesee s 133
68th Sq., #41-23816 X, Whitaker BLACK JACK MACR #3312.....ccccoiiiiieeie e 135
506th Sq., #42-72857 Bar-X, Olson STAR SPANGLED HELL ........cccocoiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 136
Operations from SHIPANAM ..........coiiii e 139
@ T (0] o 1= S o F USROS 139
Diversion to Assist B-17 Attack, Frankfurt, GErmany...........c.cccecveveiiierneresiieseese e 139
67th Sq., #42-72873, Stamos RAGGEDY ANN I MACR #5149 .......ccoiiiiiieieeeeee e 139
506th Sq., #42-40989, Johnston  MACR #9940 ........cccoiiiiieieiee et eneas 140

@ o1 (] o 1= e I 7 RSP S 141
Oudna #2, Libya, NOrth AfFiCa........ccceiieie e 141
66th Sq., #42-40764 M-Bar, Irby HELEN B. HAPPY Emergency [anding .........ccccoeevviniininiinennns 141
5INOVEMDEE 1943 ... ettt ba et e et e reere e 142
MIUNSEET, GEIMIANY ...ttt ettt b e et e e s bb e e be e saneenbeeanbeenbeas 142
66th Sq., #41-29148, Armstrong  Returned t0 DASE .........ccccveieiicie i 143
68th Sq., #42-7551, Williams Returned t0 DASE.........ccciveieie i 143
506th Sq., #42-7535 Bar-U, Parker PEEPSIGHT Crash-landed............cccccoovieiiiiniiiniiieiceeene e 143

L3 NOVEMDEE 1943 ... .ottt e st e e teetesne e teenbeeneenreenneenes 145
Bremen, GEIMEANY ........oiiie ittt sttt b et e be e et e e san e beesneas 145
66th Sq., #42-40973 D, Almlie  BATTLEAXE MACR #1375.....ccciiiiiieeieieie s se v 145
67th Sq., #42-7650 J-Bar, Hansen  MACR #1376 .....ccccvcieiiieie e se e anees 146
66th Sq., #41-29168 F, Bickerstaff  Crash-landed ...........cccccoveiiiiiiiiiiiceee e 147
68th Sq., #42-7551 Y, Anderson  Returned t0 DASE .........cooiiiiiiii it 150
506th Sq., #42-7647, Hart  Crash-1anded ..........c.cccooiiiiiiiiicce e 151

18 NOVEMDEE L1943 ... et e e e b e st e e e be e reeaeee e 151
Kjeller Airfield, OSI0, NOMWAY .......cccciiiiiiiicic e eneas 151
67th Sq., #42-7603 L-Bar, Dobson RAGGEDY ANN/JUNIOR MACR #1380 ......cccccecvvivivareerenennnns 152
67th Sq., #41-29164 1, Houle  MAGCR #1379 ...ouiiiiieie et 152
67th Sq., #42-7545 D-Bar, Johnson  MACR #1378.......cccociiiiiiceiese e sne 153
67th Sq., #41-29161 H-Bar, Griffith  Crash-landed ...........cccooeveiie i 154
67th Sq., Brown  Returned to DASE oo 155
67th Sq., #41-29139 E-Bar, Mitchell MAGCR #1381 ..ot 155
68th Sq., #42-63971 W, Weant  HELEN HYWATER MACR #1377 ......ccccoeieieieie e 156
68th Sq., #41-23788, Hughes AVENGER Returned to base ........ccccovvvvivvieiieeiescse e 157

Pl N [0}V =T o ] o T=T R X SRS 157
Bremen, GEIMANY .......viiiiiieiiie ettt e sab e e nnb e e e nnb e e e nnnee e e 157
66th Sq., #41-24234 N, Trolese MR. 5 X 5 MACR #1501......cccoiiiiiiiieieneeieeee e 157
68th Sq., # 42-7501, Cary BING’S BIG BOX Returned t0 base ........cccceveveievesisieciciese e 158
68th Sq., #41-23699, Marcoullier LEMON DROP Returned to base .........ccooeveverivrivnnnnsceieieieinns 159
68th Sq., Kessler Returned t0 DaSE ooooiii i e 160

I L= Tor=T o 0 o T=T R SRR 160
SOINGEN, GEIMENY ...ttt b e bbb b 160
67th Sq., #42-7544 C-Bar, Taylor MACR #1382 ......cccociiieiiicie st 160
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11 DECEMDET 1943 ...ttt bbb e et et et sbenrenreas 161
EMAEN, GEIMANY ....viiiieiecie e e et et este et e enaesreesaeaneesseeneesneenrs 161
67th Sq., #41-23232 M-Bar, O’Neill  CALABAN .......cocoovriirieieiseee et 162
66th Sq., #42-7476, Comey NICE ‘N NAUGHTY Returned to base.........cccoveveveiiieinccieicc e 162
68th Sq., #42-7501, Howington BING’S BIG BOX Returned to base........ccccccevvvvivvivivsesieeeseseses 164

16 DECEMDET 1943 ...ttt ettt et e be st st benrean 165
Bremen, GEIMANY .......uiiiiiie ittt e et e e bb e e sbb e et e e e be e e e nbeeeanes 165
68th Sq., #41-23788 S, Jones AVENGER MACR #4709 .........covimiieiiniireeseinsiesieses s sssesesessesenns 165

20 DECEMDEE 1943, sttt ettt e re e be et eeneesreeneeereenreenne s 166
Bremen, GEIMEANY ........ooiiiiiieiii ittt e et s e e be e ne e e be e seraenes 166
506th Sq., #42-7630 P-Bar, Maynor MACR #1712 .....cccoiieieie et 166

21 DECEIMDET 1943.... . ittt bbb bbb e et e b et e st benrenreas 168
Practice Mission, West Bradenham, England............ccccocoviveiiviiiiiciicie e 168
67th Sq., #42-72878 A, Butler MISS EMMY LOU 11 Crash-landed ...........ccooovrrenienrinineenineinnineenn. 168

22 DECEMDEE 1943, ettt sttt et e e tesre e teenteeneesbeenteareenreenne s 169
MUNSEET, GEIMANY .....iiiiieeiieietie ettt ettt b et e st e nb e e sb e et e e sme e e sbe e s sbeenbe e sneeenneeannas 169
66th Sq., #42-7638 A, Miller BIG BANNER MACR #1714........coovinriiinrieeseineisnesnsesssnsssssesessssesenns 170
66th Sq., #42-7533, Oakley MACR #1713 ..o 171

30 DECEMDET 1943..... . ettt bbbttt ettt bbbt nne s 173
LUudwigShaven, GEIMANY .........ooiiieieieiesie et 173
66th Sq., #42-7548 I, Heskett BULL O’ THE WOODS MACR #1752 .......vvnrurirnrieiinreneersssnsesssanenn. 174
LOAA .. b bRt Rt Rt e bttt R e e Rt n bt Rt e bt e ne e bt e beeneenre et 177
L3 JANUAKNY 1944 ...t b et sb e nnb e nnneas 177
Training Mission, Shipdham, ENgland ... 177
68th Sq., #42-7551 Y, Hovey  Crash-1anded ...........cccoeiiiiiiiieiiece e 177

T4 JANUANY L1944 ...ttt sttt b et e e snt e e nbeesneeanee s 178
Coastal Military Installations, Escalles Sur Buchy, France..........ccccooevviveivcicscieinennnnn 178
67th Sq., #41-23779 G-Bar, Goodwin  4-Q-2 MACR #2362...........ccccovrerieieriieinsinsisssesisessssessessseons 178

20 JANUANY 144 ...t nes 179
Pilot Suicide, Shipdham, ENgland ............ccoooeiiiiieeecee e 179
21 JANUBEY 1944 ...ttt 180
V-1 Sites, Pas Des Calais Area, Escalles Sur Buchy, France.........c.cccooviiiiieniennnnns 180
66th Sq., #42-72813 L, Spelts QUEEN MARLENE MACR #2252 .........cocriinrinnenerneisrensesesseesssesenss 180
68th Sq., #42-7635 Q, Howington RAM IT-DAM IT/ ARIES MACR #2357........cccccvvumineininnisrieninn. 182
68th Sq., #42-7514 O, Mathisen VALIANT LADY MACR #2359........cccoemiunriniineiieseneesssesesessenenns 186
68th Sq., #42-7501 P, SODOtKA  MACR #2360........ccuurrrireereieerrisseeesseseeesssss s ssessessssssssesssenns 192
68th Sq., #41-23813 V, Starring  VICTORY SHIP MACR #2358 .........ccrveirnrenerneieenssnsesssesesssenenss 193
68th Sq., # 41-24225, Williams FLAK ALLEY Returned to base.........ccocveveveniiie i 194
Military Installations, Agathe D’ Aliermont, France..........ccccovevveieiieveece e 195
67th Sq., #42-99970 M-Bar, Cookus LIB-ERTY BELLE MACR #8714........ccc.coermrnrirsrenireiesireisnnonn. 195

29 JANUATNY 144 ... e nes 198
FranKiUIT, GEIMNANY ......eoiiiie ettt sttt ae e ste e te s e beenaeeneesreeneeenes 198
66th Sq., #41-29157 J, Maynard  MAGCR #2356 .........coerurrurrerrernirneesesiesesssessesssssssssessessessesssssesssenns 198
67th Sq., #42-7547 X-Bar, Pinder  MACR #2251 .........covuiureerreeeeesssessssseessesessssessessessssssssssssesens 200
506th Sq., 42-7509 V, Duffy GALLAVANTIN’ GAL Returned t0 base........c.cceoevervrvienieniereneneens 201
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2 FEDIUAIY 1944 ...ttt neenre s 202
V-1 SiteS, WaALLeN, FIaNCE.......coviiieiieie ettt te e eneenne e 202
506th Sq., #41-24282 Bar-Y, Bolin® RUTH-LESS MACR #6385..........ccocvruirnriniineieieeineeesseissseeens 202
66th Sq., #42-99996, Milliner REtUMNEd TAEr ......cceeieieice e 203
BFEDIUAINY 1944 ... ettt st b et et neenae e 204
ESSEN, GRIMANY ....eiiiiiii ittt e b e et b e e e bb e e e be e e e nbeeeanaeas 204
67th Sq., #41-29231 J, Thom  THE IMPATIENT VIRGIN ....c.ceiviniiiinieieieeees e 204
SFEDIUAIY 1944 ...ttt e bt nra e te e neenne e 205
Tours Airdrome, Central FranCe..........cooicuiiiiiiiiie ettt tee e s sbaee e 205
68th Sq., #42-100181 Z, Bohnisch STAR VALLEY MACR #2233 ......ccccovimimrninrineinsineessensesssneens 205
67th Sq., #42-72873 B, Perry  RAGGEDY ANN I REtUINEd........cccvvveieieee e 208
BFEDIUAIY 1944 ...ttt e re e e nre s 209
WALEEN, FIANCE ... ..iiiiiii i e e e b e e e b e e e nns 209
66th Sq., #41-29208 D, Milliner SHOO SHOO BABY REtUMEM..........ccovervrrierieirreieieeeneiseneeisneenens 209
68th Sq., #42-100110, Hamyln NORTHERN LASS Returned t0 base........cccccvvvveveivciiiecie e 210

L1 FEDIUANY 1944 ..ottt sttt et et b e et enes 210
Military Installations, SiraCourt, FIANCe...........ccoveiiiiieiieie e 210
68th Sq., #42-7507 X, Cary HEAVEN CAN WAIT Il Returned to base ........ccocovcvviviveiinieie e 210

L3 FEDIUANY 1944 ...ttt re b e e e reeneenes 211
Military Installations, Raye-Sur-Authie and Petit Bois Tillencourt, France..................... 211
506th Sq., #42-7535 U-Bar PEEPSIGHT REIUMEM. .......curvrieririiereeieieiessseesssss s sssessssseens 211

20 FEDTUANY 1944 ...ttt sttt sttt s re et et neenae e 213
Ochersleben and Helmstedt, GErmany ...........cccoovviieiieie e 213
66th Sq., #42-64166 A, Decker BIG FAT BUTTERFLY MACR #2449.........ccccovinineinineieresissnsnnns 213
506th Sq., #42-100373 Y, RAWSON  MACR #2421 .....oouiiiieiineieiineieiesis s 214
66th Sq., #42-100285 J, Talbott  Crash-1anding..........ccccceveiiiieiiie i 216

22 FEDTUANY 1944 ..ottt sttt r et ne e neenne e 217
GOthA, GEIMMANY .....ccviiieii ettt te et e et e et e s seesteeteeseesbeesbeaneesreenneenes 217
67th Sq., #42-72865 F-Bar, Evans F FOR FREDDIE MACR #2420.........cc.ccocveiiineineinsneissississeeens 218
67th Sq., #42-100402 M-Bar, Fish  MAGCR #2422 ........ccooviriiniieinineesesise s 218

2A FEDIUAIY 1944 ... 219
GOtNA, GBIMANY ... .eitiiiie ittt ettt sttt b et e b e sbeete st e s beebenneeneeeneeenes 219
66th Sq., #41-29148 B, Etheridge  MACR #2923 ........oovvuiurrireiinseeessesesessseesssssssssssssessessessssseees 219
68th Sq., #41-24225 T, Bell FLAK ALLEY MACR #2922 .....c.coovirriiinrieiesiseissis s 222
SIMANCN 1944 ...t 224
OranienbUurg, GEIMEANY ........cciiiiirieieieie ettt bttt e e bbb b es 224
68th Sq., #42-109822 O, Townsend Returned t0 DASE ..........cccvveieiiieie e 224
TIMAICN 1944 ...ttt e et e e s b e e be e sre e e be e e reeeree e 224
Training Flight, Shipdham, England ............c..cccvoiiiiii e 224
66th Sq., #42-7582, Folsom  ColliSioN With P-47 ........ccoieiiiie et 225
65th FW, #41-6356, Schreiber  Collided With B-24 ............cocoeiririiriinrieieeieieeie s 225

oIV = Lol I RSP STRPR 226
Airframe Factory (Berlin Area), Brandenburg, GErmany ...........cccocevereniinnnnieseenesnns 226
66th Sq., #42-99980, Jewell BANSHEE IV/E. Z. DUZIT Returned to base .........ccocvveveivevvereicnnnninnns 226

L2 IMAFCN 144 ...ttt bbbt 228
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Military Installations, SIraCourt, FIanCe .........cccooeiiiiiiieiieie e 228
68th Sq., #42-7507, Bowman HEAVEN CAN WAIT Il Crash-landed .........cccccocevivviviivcinieccecenese 228

IS5 MAICR 144 ...ttt s et e e saa e st e e be e et e e sheeebe e raeere e 229
BrunSWICK, GEIMNANY ....c.viieieiiieieetie sttt te et te et ste et esteesae s e steesaesraenteaneesneees 229
66th Sq., #42-52332, Talbott MY ASS’AM DRAGON MACR 3220 .........ccoverereeeiieieesieseeesersenins 229

SR\ F= Lol o T O RROTRR 232
Friedrichshafen, GEIrmaNY ..o s 232
67th Sq., #42-7549 K-Bar, Scarborough THE SHARK/SHARK FACE Crash-landed ..............cccc..... 232

LB MANCR 144 ...ttt e e s e st e e s b e e e b e e saae e beearaeereeas 234
Friedrichshafen, GEIMANY.........cooiiiiiece e 234
66th Sq., #42-7618 C, Telford  MACR #3982.........c.coeveeeeiereeeeseeeeeesee e ese s sen s 235
67th Sq., #42-100073 H-Bar, Lacombe SACK ARTISTS MACR #3407 ......c.ccoveveieeerrsrsrereresenins 236
68th Sq., #42-109800 T, Dyer MACR #3410 ......ccoioiiiiicesese s enes 237
68th Sq., #42-100112 Q, Nichols PAPER DOLL or LADY DOT MACR #3408..........ccccocovevererrernn. 238
506th Sq., #42-52305 P, AIDErt  MACR #3406 ..........cccceueeeereeeeeserieeeseeeeseeseesee s sssesssessesserasnensans 240
506th Sq., #41-29172 T, Houghtby LUCKY STRIKE MACR #3404 .........ccoovvieeeeieereesesreseresenins 241
506th Sq., #41-29431 Q-Bar, I'win® MACR #3405...........cccceeeveiereeeeeieceese e ses e 243
506th Sq., #42-100400 Y-Bar, Lucas MACR #3409.........c.cecevereverereeiesess e, 245

23 IMAICR L1944 ... e e e be e e reenreas 246
Training Mission, Shipdham, ENgland ... 246
68th Sq., #41-29538, Barry  Accident on take-0ff..........cccoieieiiiiie s 246

27 MAFCR L1944 ...ttt et e e s b e e s be e e sabe e e s abe e e eateeenes 247
Airdrome, Mont-de-Marsan, FraNCe.........c..ccveiiiiirie ittt re e 247
66th Sq., #42-109836 B, Harleman MAGCR #3590 ........ccooiiiiiiiiieinieeie e et 247
67th Sq., #41-29554 J-Bar, Hess TEXAS ROSE MACR # 3588.........ccccceuveureerieeereieeesesisessessnsenins 248

I ] 1 USSR 251
Airdrome, Langenhagen, GEIMANY ........cccoiiiiiiiiiiie et 251
66th Sq., #42-99996 |, Richardson MAGCR #3763 ........ccciiiiirieiieiercse e 251
67th Sq., #42-110083 X-Bar, Mayes MACR #3855..........c.ccoeveeeeirerieieeseeeeseseeses s seesessee s seesens 252
67th Sq., #42-7767 C-Bar, Thom SHACK RABBIT MACR #3849.........ccoovvieieeeeeeeeeeesereeserenes 254
67th Sq., #42-52293 G-Bar, Wahler JUDY’S BUGGY REtUMEd............ccceveveevcrereieeeessieeesieeiessenens 256
68th Sq., #42-110020 Z, Altemus MACR #3854.......cceiiieiieeeice s see s 258
68th Sq., #42-99987 S, Barry  PIZZ AND MOAN MACR #3853........cccviiuereeieeieeresssesesessse s, 259
68th Sq., #42-109822 O, Townsend TOWNSEND’S TERRIBLE TEN MACR #3857 ........c..cccoevvuc... 261
506th Sq., #42-110023, Herzing  RUBBER CHECK MACR #3860 .........c.ccoevevieveieeiiceersiseesssiene s 263
506th Sq., #42-73506 X-Bar, Johnson  MAGCR #3852 ........cccceiviviieiinese s 265
506th Sq., #41-29153 Z-Bar, Marx GREENWICH MACR #3850 .........cc.coceverereereresereeseseesee s, 266
506th Sq., #42-109827 Q-Bar, Sprinkle  MACR #3858...........cccoveveeeerieieeeeeieeeeseeeeseiesiessissesss s senins 268
506th Sq., #42-100423 A, Winn  OH MY SUFFERIN’ HEAD MACR #3856 ...........ccceevveuererirrsrnnnss 269
506th Sq., #42-7509 Bar-V, McCaslin GALAVANTIN’ GAL Returned, salvaged ........c..cccccevervennne. 270
506th Sq., #42-100429 Bar-O, Wind ~ Crash-1anded..........ccccoviiiieiiiiiiiiceee e 272

eI o 1 R OSSPSR 273
AIrdrome, TULOW, GEIMANY ........eieerieeieiieesieeiesiee st esee e sreesteeseesseesaeeneesreesseeneesneesreeneeanes 273
68th Sq., #42-72858 U, Palmer PISTOL PACKIN’ MAMA MACR #3851........cccccocveuevrreereisrnnanns 274

Y o1 1 R O PUUPSRPRROR 275
Bernberg, GEIMANY .......ccooiiiieiie ettt e e s te et e e be e e aneesneeneeenes 275
506th Sq., #42-7522 S-Bar, Money SOUTHERN COMFORT Il MACR #3848...........cccoovvvverernnnn. 275

I AN o 1 SR 277
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LeChfeld, GEIMANY .......cviiiiiee ettt b e e nneas 277
67th Sq., #42-100330 L-Bar, Griffith MACR #4045 .........cocovvrreieerieeneeneieseeeesssss s sssessssssenens 277

2L APFITLIOA4 .ot b et e s 278
Zwickau, Germany (Mission Recalled)...........ccvovviiriieiiee e 278
68th Sq., #41-29418 U, Havens PAPPY’S CHILLUN Crashed, ice a factor ........cc.cocvvvnrersinrerninnen. 278

27 APFILLOAA oottt 280
MOYENNEVIIIE, FIANCE .....ooiiiiiie e et nreas 280
67th Sq., #41-29467 X-Bar, Clarey  MACR #4257 .....ccocovieeeeee sttt 280

29 APFIT LA ..ot b e e s 281
Berlin, GEIMANY ...c.viiiiiie ittt e st e e ee e se e taesteaseesraeneesneenraeneeas 281
67th Sq., #100279 I-Bar, Schuyler TUFFY MACR #4464 ........c..coovvneirineieiesesissis e 281
68th Sq., #41-29471 X, SWeIgart MACR #A4T2......c.ovrireirineireiesieissisee s sssenens 284
506th Sq., #41-29513 Z-Bar, Hruby  Ditched near English COast..........c.cccevviivvvniiniviicrescse s 286
BIMAY L1044 ...t b et e e ne e 290
BrUNSWICK, GEIMNANY ....uviiieiecie ettt ettt ste et et e teestessaesraenesneesseennesneenreas 290
66th Sq., #41-28795, Musgrave  Shot down, Crashed .........ccocoieiiiiiiie e 290

O IMAY L1044 ...ttt sttt R e te et Re e be et e nReente e aneenre e 292
St. Trond/Brustrem Airfield, Belgium ... 292
68th Sq., #42-100110 P, Larson NORTHERN LASS (Salvaged) ........ccccoeveievinienirirseseeiesenese s 292

LI MAY 1944 ... ettt bbbt a e bbb ne s 293
MUINOUSE, FTANCE ... bbbttt b b 293
506th Sq., #42-94999 Bar-B, Walsh  MACR #4849 ...........ccccovueriiinieiseineiesessesse s 294

I Y - Y ST PR 295
WA | v C1-T 11T YA TSRS 295
67th Sq., #42-110042 J-Bar, Vance  MACR # NOt KNOWN .......ccvcoieiiiiie s neens 295

25 MY 1944 ... bbbt 296
BeITOIT, FrANCE .....ueieieeieee bbb 296
67th Sq., #42-94962 1-Bar, TOMEr  MACR #5158 .........covuiiiiieeriineieieeieisesiesesssessssses s ssseeos 296

28 IMAY 144 ...ttt R bt e re e te e reenneens 298
WA | v C 1= 11T YA SPR 298
506th Sq., #42-110045 Bar-K, Gurman THE BANANA BARGE MACR #5353..........ccccrvumeeeeneeneens 298

29 MAY 144 ...ttt b e e ae e 299
POLIEZ, GEIMANY . .eiviiceccieee ettt e s e ste e teeseesbeesaeeseesreeteaneesneeneenneas 299
68th Sq., #42-73500 F, FOY  MACR #5218 ......ovuiiiiriieireiieeie sttt 299
506th Sq., #42-63962 Bar-W, Golubock PRINC-ESS MACR #5219 ........cccovvnriminreeeneieessseeesssanens 300
68th Sq., 42-50381 D, Smith  FLAK MAGNET Returned t0 base.........cccoevvveriviivinieeresese s sie e 303

A JUNE D44 ...t b bbb b bbb re e 304
Ground Crew Incident, Shipdham, England............cccccovviiiiieiicie e 304
2033rd Engineer Fire Fighting P1atoon CasUalties...........cooriiiiiiiiiiiieceee e 304

oI 11 T= T S PSRSR 305
Boulogne-Sur-Mer (Pas de Calais), FranCe.........cccovieiieiiiie e 305
66th Sq., #41-28690 B+, Mazure MISSOURI SUE.........cccceiiiiiie it 306

20 JUNE 144 ...t ettt p e b e 313
POLITZ, GEIMANY ...ttt et e s ra e te e s e s teesaeeneesreeeeaneeaneeneenneas 313
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68th Sq., #42-94892 U, Keller BATTLIN’ BABY MACR #6149 .......c.ccoovvreinininieneieniesssiessesenns 313

21 JUNE LO44 ...ttt 314
Genshagen/Berlin, GEIMANY .........ooveieiiriiisesieee e bbb 314
68th Sq., #41-24109, Smith  FLAK MAGNET Crash-1anded.............cccovurrinrirninrnninsinesssnsesssenenn. 314
506th Sq., #42-100411 E-Bar, HOWe  MACR #6150 ..........ccrurrerrererresnesaeeessesseessssssssssssssessesesssesens 315

27 JUNE L4 ...t b ettt ettt b bttt r et 318
CrRIL, FTANCE ..o ettt b ettt ene s 318
67th Sq., 42-52616 C-Bar, Carter GLORY BEE Returned t0 Base ..........co.coeurverrinienrirnirneesiecireisenenn. 318
506th Sq., #41-29496 Bar-Q, Scudday ARIES MACR #6744 ........ccovvrireiieineisineeessineesssesesssesenns 319
506th Sq., #42-50339 Bar-C, Tucker FUEDIN’ WAGON Crash-landed ...........ccccocvvivvivivnieeicrcnnnennn, 321
506th Sq., #42-95209 Bar-W, Stone  Returned t0 DaSE ........ccevvreiriiiiiieie e 322

29 JUNE 144 ...ttt ne s 326
MagAebUIg, GEIMANY ........oiiiiiieieieie ettt bbbt 326
66th Sq., #41-28767 L+, Handwright  Crash-landed ............cccooviiiiiii e 326
506th Sq., #42-51181 Bar-K, Landahl CAPE COD SPECIAL MACR #7088...........cccovvenrerrernrersrrneens. 326
506th Sq., #41-28829 Bar-H, Westcott MY EVERLOVIN GAL MACR #7093 .........cccooevrvvniirerrnnnn. 328
67th Sq., 42-99967 Q-Bar, Henry MYRTLE THE FERTILE TURTLE Returned ...........cccoevevervenenn. 329

A JUIY D944 ...t bbb 330
Beaumont-Le-Roger Airfield, FranCe ..o s 330
68th Sq., #42-100412 V, Schaffer Crew bailed QUL ...........coccveiieiiie e 330

T IULY D944t b et b ettt b et e ettt e st nbeaneeneas 331
Aircraft Factory, Bernberg, GEIMANY ........cccccueivereeieseesieeieseesie e see e see e sse e sneeseeas 331
68th Sq., #42-110035 Y, Steinke  ANY GUM CHUM MAGCR #7355........cccovvnriirrnrieinseneessiesisssesenn. 331
68th Sq., #42-99966 W, Weaver FULL HOUSE MACR #7353 ......ccovumirerinrenineieisssneessssesssanenns 333
68th Sq., #42-100170 G, Wilson PATSY ANN I MACR #7354 .....ccvvmririneineineineessisssneessssesssesenns 335

LL JUIY D944 ..ot bbbttt et et st benreene s 336
MUNICN, GEIMENY ...ttt e e te e aesre e beenaesneenreaneennes 336
66th Sq., #41-28776 E+, Zweig  MACR # NOt KNOWN .......ocvuiviirriieieieiieieiies s 336
68th Sq., #41-29544 T, Bonnet FLAK ALLEY 11 MACR #8250 ........c.coveruiireieerneesernssnseessesesssssenss 338

LB JUIY L1944ttt bttt b e et st e be et e b e e be e b reenbeenee e 339
Troop SUPPOIt, Troan, FranCe........ccuiiiiiiiiiiiesiie e 339
506th Sq., #42-94952 A SHACK RAT Returned t0 Dase.........ccoovieiiiiieiieee e 339

2L JUIY D944 bbbt bbb 340
Oberpfaffennofen, GEIMANY ..o 340
68th Sq., #42-110049 A, Anderson  MARY HARRIET MACR #7287 ........covniuminreninrineeseensesssnsenns 340
68th Sq., #42-95226 C, Toftt  CHANNEL HOPPER MACR #7286 .........ocvvermernrerernnieineesseessseneeseeens 341
506th Sq., #42-110034 Bar-R, Allen  SOUTHERN COMFORT Il MACR #7805...........coccovvniverrnene. 343
506th Sq., #42-95142 Bar-K, Butler CAPE COD SPECIAL #2 MACR # 7288........ccccoovoveureeniineirnnens. 344

29 JUIY 1944ttt sttt e s bt et n e te et e Rt e Re et e ne e nteeteeneeareenne s 345
Bremen, GEIMEANY ........ooiiiiiie ettt ettt sae et e e abe e e ee e seneennes 345
67th Sq. #42-109820 N-Bar, Green THE WASP’S NEST MACR #7804 ........ccovvrnveerneeneesernnesesanenn. 346
506th Sq., #42-95309 Bar-V, Eberhardt  MACR #7803 ........c.coouiiniieiiniieissiseiesesie s 346

B AUGUST 1944 ...ttt e bb e b e e s bt e e st e e st e e nnbe e e e 347
HamMDBUIG, GEIMANY ..ottt bbb 347
66th Sq., #42-95561 1+, McKenna STORMY WEATHER MACR #8081 ..........ccoovvurrnieneerneeeernrennenn. 348

B AUGUST 1944 ...ttt bttt e e s b e e e bt e e bb e e be e san e e nneeennas 350
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La Perth Airfield, ROmilly, FranCe...........ooo i 350
506th Sq., #42-100415 Bar-Y, Komasinski MY PEACH MACR #8080..........cccccevvvrivrivsinnieseereereenennens 350
506th Sq., #42-50328 Bar-D, Jacobs PREGNANT PEG ........ccceoiiueieiieeeeecteeseeseeee e senesaesans 352

QAUGUST 1944 ... ettt e bt e e e bt e e e bt e e e bb e e e bn e e nes 353

SAArbruCKEN, GEIMANY ......ccviiieiieieeie ettt e et sreenbeeneeenee e 353
66th Sq., #41-28785 B+, Peterson  Crewmember bailed OUL..........cccvvveieicie i 353
68th Sq., #41-29156, Collins V-PACKET Injured CreWmembErS. .........ccccvviveeeriereresesiesieseereeseenieseens 354

12 AUQUST 144 ...ttt aa e e s rb e e e nrb e e e bbeeabnee s 355

AIrdrome, JUVINCOUIT, FTANCE.......cciiiiie ettt et sre e s re e sre e re e sae e s ae e b e ne e 355

506th Sq., #42-110024 Bar-P, McGuire OLE COCK MACR #7896 .........c.ccoevevueuereeerernieeseeiereneeienans 355
L3 AUGUSE D944 ...ttt ettt bt e bt e s bb e e be e s re e e be e e nbeenbee e 357

Road Junctions between Le Havre and Rouen, France ..........cccccovvviiieiiie e e csee e, 357

506th Sq., #42-95150 Bar-B, Milliken PASSION PIT MACR #8322 ........cccccoeivvieriiirerisesesesseaenns 357
24 AUGUST L1944 ...ttt e et e e e e e e ra e res 359

Langennagen, GEIMANY ........c.ciiueiieieeieseeiesie e e ste e eestesseesbaesaeeseesraeseeaneessaensesneessaeneens 359

68th Sq., #44-40098 B, Dittmer LONE RANGER MACR #8273.......c.ccceeveieieeeeieeieeseeveseieseeienns 359
11 SEPLEMDET 1944 ... bbbttt 361

MISDUIG, GEIMANY .....vviiieiiieie ettt sttt et e et e e st e s seesbe et e sreesbeeneens 361
67th Sq., #42-110031, Spagnola  Injured CrEWMEMDET .......c.cciveieieree e 361
67th Sq., $42-99997, Hurst  INjured CreWMEMDET .........cviuiieiciesiee e 361

13 SEPIEMET 1944 ...t nee e 361

Schwabish-Hall Airfield, GErMAaNY ..o 361
66th Sq., #42-51234, Stevens  Injured CrEWMEMDET ........cccvciiice i 361
67th Sq., #42-95193 I-Bar, Holcomb THREE KISSES FOR LUCK Injured crewmember .................. 362

18 SEPLEMIET 1944 ...t 364

Low Level Supply Mission, Best, HOHANG............c.ccoeiiieiiiiiiiccece e 364
68th Sq., #42-50596, Konstand  Injured CreWMEMDE ...........ccoiiiiiiiiiie e 364
506th Sq., #44-40167 Bar-V, Habedank SIERRA BLANCA Injured crewmembers........c.ccceeveiennene 365

28 SEPLEMDEE 144 ... ..ottt sttt st b et nr e e 365

Kassel, Germany, Mission 229: MOtOr WOIKS ..........c.covveiiiiieiieie e seess e 365

68th Sq., #42-52618 Bar-B, Dayball CHIEF WAPELLO Emergency landing.........c.ccccooenevinennicnnnns 366
30 SEPLEMDEE 144 ...ttt et et te et re e e nre e e 366

HAMM, GEIMANY ... .ottt ettt sbe e be e bb e be e sbeeebeesrne s 366
66th Sq., #44-10531 R+, Ledford MY SAD ASS MACR #9370 ........ccccoevreeirereireierieeiessieesesieeseaenans 366
67th Sq., #42-94846 L-Bar, Harris M1 AKIN ASS Injured crewmember ........ccoceevvvvivvvieeiveicieinens 370

T OCLODEE 1944ttt ettt et e e b e e be e sba e st e e sbeesbeesaeeebeesree e 371

KASSEl, GEIMMANY ... .eiiiciieiie ettt et e e st e e te s e e s taesteanaesraetesneesraeneeas 371
506th Sq., #42-50789 Bar-A, Salfen LAKANOOKIE MACR #9343 ......c.cccoevoiueereeieeeeeseeeveneenans 371
506th Sq., #44-40167 Bar-Y, Still SIERRA BLANCA MACR #9342.........ccccoceviieriieierieeereeeeseenas 372
506th Sq., #42-50894 Bar-N, JONES  REIUMEA......cc.ciiiiiiiieeeeee e nnens 373

18 OCLODEE 1O44........c.eoe ettt ettt et e st re e sbe e st e e s beesrbe e sreeenbeesree e 375

LeVEIrKUSEN, GEIMANY ......civiiieiiiesieeiesee e eteseesteeste s e e steesteaseesbaaseesseessaesseaneesseeneesneesseaneens 375
67th Sq., #41-28944 D-Bar, Bakalo FLYING GINNY MACR #15421........c.ccccovvereeiereiereeeereneenans 375
68th Sq., #42-50381 K, Dayball MACR #10140..........ccccceirueririeesieeeieeeeeseee e 377
68th Sq., #42-50596 O, Lehnhausen FLAK MAGNET MACR #9654 ..........cccccovviievniiiesieieeseiens 377
66th Sq., #42-51234 L+, Norris  AIrcraft deStroyed ........ccoeveieieiisesieieeee e 380
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{0 @ Tod (0] 01T g K SRRSO PROTR 380
HamMbBUIG, GEIMANY .......ciuiiieieeiiecie sttt st e st e e este e s e sra e teeneesneees 380
506th Sq., #44-10523 Bar-T, Bentcliff MACR #10139 ........cccoveuereieeeeeiiereseeeeeseeeeeseseeses s 380

1O NOVEMDEE 1944 ...ttt et e b e e st e e s be e e sabe e e sabeeeeareas 382
HANAU, GEIMANY ... .ttt b ettt e e s b e e be e bn e e be e saeeaneeannas 382
67th Sq., #42-50795 N-Bar, Spencer  Injured CreWMEMDET ........c.coveiviieiesise e 382

68th Sq., #42-50725 M, Hobbs  Injured CreWmemBbEr.........cccooiiiiieieee e e 383

T4 NOVEMDEE 1944 ...ttt et e et e e s e e e ba e saeeebeesbeeenneeas 384
Aircraft Salvaged, EUIOPE..........ooi i 384
506th Sq., #42-94952 Bar-A SHACK RAT Salvaged on CONtiNeNt.........cccceevvevieveiene e 384

2L NOVEMDEE 144 ...ttt e e et e e et e e e st e e e sabe e e sabe e e eateeenes 384
Harburg, GEIMANY ........oouiiii ettt sre e enes 384
67th Sq., #42-51552 M-Bar, Phillips  Crew Casualties..........cccovvrvrviinieiieienese e 384

2 DECEMDEE 1944 ...ttt st e e b e e b e et e b e e be e nre e aeenreas 385
BINGEN, GEIMANY ....viiiiiiiie bbbttt bbb 385
68th Sq., #42-50805 T, HODDS  MACR #10834 ......ooveeeecieeeeeee ettt 385
506th Sq., #42-50766 Bar-D, Bayless MACR #10848 .........cccoeveieiiririesesieerese e 387

A DECEMDBEE 144 ...ttt ettt e b e et b e abr e beeareas 389
Kolschhausen or Wetzlar, GEIMANY ........c.cccvoueiiereeie e seesee e e sie e se e sne e ens 389
66th Sq., #42-95124 P+, Rogers SAND BOMB SPECIAL MACR #10835.........cccecveuevrreeerensrseninss 389

18 DECEMBIEY 1O44.... ..ottt et et e e st e e s abe e e sabe e e enbeeerees 392
MISSION FECAIIEA ...t e s e e s e e sabe e e eabe e e erreeenaes 392
67th Sq., #42-51309 V-Bar, Collins  Crash on takeoff ... 392

28 DECEMDET L1O44........ooe ettt ettt e s be e s ba e st e e be e e be e sbeeenbeereas 393
KaiSerslautern, GEIMANY ..........ccoiieiieeiieiieseerieseesee e eee e e steeraesreesteeseesreesseeneesneesreeneeanes 393
68th Sq., #42-95260 P, Bledsoe LILI MARLENE MACR #15998 .........ccccovvevieereeenrerseseensresenens 393
68th Sq., #44-10582 D, Konstand ~ MACR #11373 ......c.cuvieieieieeceese e nas 393
68th Sq., #44-10553 L EMErgency landing .......cccceieiireieieseseciesese e se st 395
S TSRS 397
16 JANUAKY 1945 e 397
Marshalling Yards, Dresden, GEIrmMANY .........cccooeereiienierieiee e es 397
68th Sq., #42-50660 A, Testa  MACR #2863........cccoeiieiiieiesese et e e 397

67th Sq., #42-52293 G, Hinman JUDY’S BUGGY Salvaged 4 February 1945..........c.cccoovieverennnnnnn. 398
68th Sq., #42-110095 G HELLZA DROPPIN’ Abandoned due t0 fOg ..........ccc.ceeveevrererveceerriereninns 399

21 JANUAEY 1945 ... . 400
PTOrZNEIM, GEIMANY .....ooiiiieiieeee ettt et sr e nne e 400
68th Sq., #42-50725 M, Franks  Returned t0 base later.........cccoervierirviie s 400

28 JANUATNY 145 ... . oo 401
0] 1 01T Lo R ©T=T 0= YRS 401
68th Sq., #42-51101 H, Corwine  CORKY MACR #12007........c.ccvererreerreeeeesieeesseeeessessessesissssenans 401
66th Sq., #44-10542 G+, Perrault TALLY HO 11 NO MACR reqUIred.........cc.ovueveeveuereereeeereriseeererenens 402
66th Sq., #42-52618 V+, Muldoon CHIEF WAPELLO Crashed in Allied territory..........ccoceevvvvnneenn. 404
Test Flight, Shipdham, England............cccoiiiiii e 405
68th Sq., #42-50349 F, Almonia FLAK MAGNET Crashed on takeoff ..........ccccocvivvivviviiicccvcre 405

T FEDIUAIY 1945, ... oot te e s be e te e e s reenteaneearaente s 406
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Aircraft Fire and Explosion, Shipdham, England............cccooiiiiiiiiiee e, 406
68th Sq., #42-50509 Y WANA Fire and explosion at Base ..........ccccvvviveieicnenie s 406

23 FEDIUANY 1945 ..ottt re e e re s 406
Rail Center, Weimar, GEIMANY .........ccceiveieiieiie e see e eseesee e esaeseesraesseaseesseessesneessaessens 406
67th Sq., #42-51552 F, Bakanic  Crash=-landed ..........ccccovvurrurinriniinsieince et os 407

25 FEDIUAIY 1945 ... ..o 408
Marshalling Yards, Aschaffenburg, Germany...........ccccceeienininiienene e 408
66th Sq., #42-51258 J+, Derrick BEVERLY JEAN Low on fuel, parachuted .........c..cccovevveverenininnnnne 408

67th Sq., #42-110031 H-Bar, Warner PHYLLIS Crash-landed.............ccocoiviiieinneniiencsesceeeeeeene 409
LIMAPCR 1945 ... et bbb 410
Marshaling Yards,Ingolstadt, GEIMAaNY...........cccceiiriiriiiiesisieee e 410
67th Sq., #42-95049 O-Bar, Crandell FEARLESS FOSDICK Crew bailed OUt..........ccccovrervrnreriren. 410

12 MAFCR 1945 ... ettt bttt e et st e e enes 412
Marshaling yards, Wetzlar, GErmMany .............ccccvevueiieieeresee e s e e e sae e 412
67th Sq., #44-49323, Mack  Crewmember Dailed OUL...........ccooviiiiiiiieece e 412
LTOMAICN 1945 ... bbb bbb 414
NEUDEIG, GEIMANY .....cutiiitiitiiie ittt b bbbttt bbb ne s 414
66th Sq., #42-51907 B+, Pod0jil  MACR #13574 ...t 414

24 MAFCN L1945 ... ettt ettt e b e 416
Low-level supply on Rhine River, Wesel, GErmMany ..........ccccecvieeiieiesieieese e seese e 416
67th Sq., #42-100314 G+, Crandell  MACR #13601 .........oevvrrririieieiesieieseisssss s snsees 416

506th Sq., #42-50896 Bar-R, Chandler SOUTHERN COMFORT IV MACR #13600...........ccccovvvne.. 417

506th Sq., #42-50535 Bar-O, Pyle  JOPLIN JALOPY Returned t0 Dase...........cocvvereererneeneernrennenesnnens 419
SAPKITLOAD Lottt e b ae e 420
Transportation Network, Plauen, Germany ..........cccccvoveiieieeieieese e 420
506th Sq., #44-40158 Bar-Q, Brown TINKER BELLE MACR #14110.......cc.cooiiiniieiniireinnisinnsnens 420

LTI MAY 1945 .. ettt bbbttt b e 422
Air Transport Command Practice Flight, Watton, England .............c.ccocooeiiiiininennnn. 422
506th Sq., #44-50698 Bar-C, EAKINS  Crashed...........cciviiiiiiiiiiie et 422

L3 JUNE 1945 ..o ettt ettt b e bt E e et e e bt et e ne e re et enes 424
Scottish Highlands (Non-Operational), Gairloch, Scotland..............cccccoooiiieiieiiicce, 424
93rd Bomb Group, #42-95095, Ketchum SLEEPY TIME GAL Crashed.........cccocvevviviiinieeierenennneens 425

Died in Service BUEINOT KA ..ot 429
Lt. Ben Collier, 68th Squadron, 17 January 1943 .........ccccceiieiieiiireieiee st 429

Sgt. Earl Hancock, 66th Squadron, 19 APril 1943 ..o 429

Lt. George Blumanthaler, 68th Squadron, OCtOber 1943..... ..o e 429

Pvt. Floyd Maynard, 66th Squadron, 28 ApPril 1944 .............ccccceiiiiiiiie e 430

T/Sgt. Daniel Mattis, 66th/506th Squadrons, 16 JUuly 1944 ..........c.coeoeiiiieiie i 430

S/Sgt. Kenneth James, Finance Section, 30 AUQUSE 1944 ... iiiiiieieiese e s 430

Sgt. Cecil Stone, 68th Squadron, DeCemMbEr 1944 ..........coiiiiieee e 431
SUIMIMATTES ..ttt et et et se e beetees e sbe e et e seeeRe e beeneeaseenseeneeeseeebeenseaneenseaneenrens 432
Summary of Crewmen CasUAIIES..........ooui i 432
Summary of AIrcraft INCIAENTS .........viiiieiee e 432
Detail of AIrcraft INCIAENTS ......c.eoiiieie e 433
INAEX OF INAMIES. ...ttt r e st te st e s be e beeseesbeeteeseenbeenseaneenreas 434
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Foreword

As a ground crewman in the 67th Squadron for most of the time the 44th Bomb Group was at
war in England, 1 watched most of the 44th Bomb Group planes, heavily laden with bombs,
ammunition, fuel, and crewmen take off, headed for action against the enemy. | was there, too,
when the formations returned, too often learning that not all of them came back. The emotions
were always present; at times elated with a successful attack, but upset when one aborted and
very depressed when we had losses.

If I had worked on a plane that was missing, I, along with my crew buddies, felt a personal
responsibility for the loss. There was always that nagging doubt inside us that | seldom ever
voiced that asked, “Could I have been responsible for this loss? Could I, or should I, have done
something that would have brought this plane and crew back? Are these crewmen now dead
because | failed them?” Several of these brave men were close and personal buddies making the
situation worse. But those questions were never answered during the war. The Germans didn’t
say, of course, and our men that survived to become prisoners, could not say. Evadees did return
occasionally, but I saw only a very few. When that terrible war in Europe finally ended, the
Group was quickly ordered back to the U.S. to prepare for the final assault on Japan. But once in
the U.S. the 44th BG was demobilized, we were split up, and reassigned. Nothing was available
to me and | assume most of us, so those burning questions were never answered. Instead, they
were pushed back deep inside, but not forgotten.

It was 1972 before | learned that the English had completed the American Room in the new
Central Library in Norwich, England and 1976 before | saw the 2nd Air Division Roll Of Honor
on display there. Although the Roll of Honor was impressively prepared and presented for all to
view with all of the names it contains (now nearly 7,000), it immediately struck me with its
inadequacy. | think this was because of my involvement with so many of them. Certainly it
honored all of those men who are listed, but I continued to feel that surely we, or at least I, owed
them more than a mere listing of names. They had earned far more than that.

With deepened interest, | began my search for information concerning the events that took the
lives of these brave men of the 44th Bomb Group. My desire was to supplement this Roll Of
Honor with as much data as possible relating to the missions they flew the day they were lost so
that all of us could better appreciate their heroism and their sacrifices.

After many years of research, hundreds of letters and phone calls, and assistance from so many
(including two other 44th Bomb Group historians: Webb Todd, 68th Squadron, and Norman
Kiefer, 506th Squadron), I published a book entitled the “44th Bomb Group Roll of Honor and
Casualties” in 1987. Since then | have continued to search for answers. The result is this revised
volume. This memorial book is my attempt to make information available to the public about our
casualties so that if they read the names of our 44th Bomb Group men Killed in action, they can
learn more about the circumstances of their deaths and about their crewmates. This book
documents the Hell our men suffered while making their attacks against our formidable enemy. |
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think that this book will be especially valuable for those who visit the new American Memorial
Room in the great new Forum building in Norwich, England.

Note: The entire Central Library building was destroyed by fire on 1 August 1994. It has since been replaced by
the new Forum building.

May their bravery and sacrifices be learned and remembered, not only about the men who gave
their lives, but also for the other combat buddies who flew with them and shared their many
hardships, wounds and pains, those that crash-landed, those that evaded, POWs, those that
escaped, those that gave so much.

Due to the dearth of official material available to me, as well as the length of time since the
events occurred, there probably are many instances of injury and wounds that have been
overlooked. Every effort has been made to locate and obtain as much information as possible
whenever records indicate that men were wounded, but it is a certainty that many injuries have
not been included in this book. For these omissions | apologize and am truly sorry. However, |
am reasonably sure that most, if not all, 44th Bomb Group men killed in action have been
identified here.

May the actions and deeds of these 44th Bomb Group combat men be appreciated and long
remembered.

Will Lundy
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Background Information

Setting the Stage

After the Allies had won World War #1, THE WAR TO END ALL WARS, the U.S. seemed to
adopt the position that they would no longer get involved in the disputes among the countries of
Europe. We were strong enough to defend ourselves, had huge oceans on both sides of our
country, and with a powerful Navy, we could stand alone. War in the air could hardly be
considered due to these same oceans.

Even when Hitler rose in power in the 1930s and was rattling his swords, little attention was
given to him, or his neighbor in Italy — Mussolini. Japan, after many centuries of peaceful
development, took up arms, invaded China. But it was not considered a threat, being 6000 miles
away in the Pacific, and our Navy could and would protect us.

However, when Hitler began his program to conquer his neighbors and quickly most of Europe,
and stood on the shores of the English Channel planning how to invade England, America awoke
enough to start the drafting of men to increase our military might. That was in 1940, a program
designed to take a year. On January 15, 1941, at MacDill Field in Florida, the 44th BG was
activated with personnel from the 2nd and 29th Bombs Groups. In early February 1942, the 44th
BG moved to Barksdale Field, near Shreveport, Louisiana.

Meanwhile, the Draft was producing a rapid flow of personnel through the multitude of military
schools to train these men for the military forces now found to be woefully short. The 44th
Bomb Group was designated as an OPU — Operational Training Unit — at Barksdale Field and
quickly split not once but twice to form both the 98th Bomb Group and then the 90th Bomb
Group. Finally the 93rd Bomb Group was formed and split from the 44th as well. In late July the
44th was removed from OPU status, transferred to Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma City, and within
a month was ordered overseas to England.

At Will Rogers, the 44th began training for war, but there were too few combat men and B-24s
with which to learn the art of war in the air. Even when ordered overseas and the Air Echelon
moved to New Hampshire, they were short airplanes and crewmen. Within a month, new B-24s
arrived, crews were assembled, but not in time for any crew to practice flying at high altitude let
alone learn how to fly in formation at high altitudes. In early October, the three squadrons of the
44th the 66, 67th, 68th were at Shipdham, England, still short of combat personnel. They were
also short one squadron, the 404th, which was diverted from Will Rogers to Alaska to help stop
the advances of Japan into Alaska. A replacement squadron, the 506th, did not arrive until March
1943, so they flew combat for nearly six months before getting to normal strength.

The 93rd Bomb Group, the last “offspring” from the 44th Bomb Group, had arrived in England
and had flown one combat mission. But the situation in North Africa and elsewhere was so bad
that three of the four 93rd Bomb Group’s squadrons were rushed there to help stem the tide of
Germans in Africa. So things were very tough for the Liberator airmen, flying in a newly
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designed and built Liberator that was untried in combat and unmodified for combat at very high
altitudes. The flak guns used by the Germans were accurate even at altitudes above 20,000 feet,
and their fighter aircraft were excellent, their pilots veterans.

Before the 44th Bomb Group could really and actively begin combat operations it was obvious
that we must convert our systems to those of the British. Consequently, many Royal Air Force
(RAF) personnel joined us to teach us their systems, communications, flight aids, radar, etc. We
had to install “friend or foe” to prevent being shot down by their air defense systems.

Due to the necessity to convert to RAF protocol, modify our Liberators, and adjust to the
difficult flying weather, the formations were small, and “aborts’ were too numerous. As our
targets were in German-occupied countries, we could not bomb unless the target was clearly
visible. Day after day, missions were scheduled and cancelled due to the weather, or if take-off
was made, we had to salvo our bombs into the North Sea or the English Channel. As our pilots
had not flown practice high-altitude flights, far too many early returns (aborts) occurred. There
were many causes for these aborts due to failure of machine guns to fire, frozen oxygen masks,
cramped or pinched oxygen supply hoses, misfiring of engines due to improper manipulation of
the throttle and the supercharger controls, etc.

Without any Allied fighter protection, losses were far too great for continued actions against the

enemy until more planes and crews arrived, so it was all too obvious that these airmen would not
possibly complete their tour of duty of 25 missions. Nevertheless, they accepted the situation and
vowed to do the best they could. Very few of the “pioneers” managed to complete their tour, but
they went down fighting.

Thanks to the learning process, the extreme courage of our airmen, and modifications to the
Liberator, they managed to stem the advance of the Nazis into England. Actually, the Allies were
losing the war in Europe almost up to “D-Day.” Finally, when the Allies won the war in the air,
it was then possible to win it on the ground. These men were truly heroes and should be
recognized for their feats. All of them continued on when their efforts appeared hopeless, and
certain death before they could reach their 25 assigned missions. Though the risks lessened
somewhat later in the war, thanks to our Little Friends in their great fighters, the increases in flak
guns still made these missions quite hazardous.
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Table 1: 44th Bomb Group Timeline During World War 11

When What Happened Where
15 January 1941 | Activated from the 29th Bombardment Group with four | MacDill Field,
officers and approximately 110 men. By the end of the | Florida
year there were 80 officers and 929 enlisted men.
7 February 1942 Left MacDill Field In transit
10 February 1942 | Arrived at Barksdale Field Barksdale Field,
Louisiana
March to May Acted as Operational Training Unit (OPU) providing Barksdale Field,
1942 personnel to the 90th, 92nd, 93rd, and 98th Bomb Louisiana
Groups. Also participated in anti-submarine patrols over
the Gulf of Mexico
July 25-26, 1942 | Shifted operations to Will Rogers Field Will Rogers

Field, Oklahoma

28 August 1942 to | Ground echelon left by train for Fort Dix in New Jersey, | In transit
11 September arriving 1 September 1942. Sailed on Queen Mary on 4
1942 September 1942, arriving in Clyde Scotland 11
September 1942.
30 August 1942 to | Air echelon left for Grenier Field and stayed there until | Grenier Field,

late September
1942

late September when the first aircraft departed for the
United Kingdom.

New Hampshire

11 September

Temporary base

Cheddington,

1942 to 9 October England
1942
10 October 1942 | Main base during World War 11 (temporary stations in Shipdham,
to 15 June 1945 North Africa: Benina Main, Libya from 28 June to 25 England
August 1943 and Ounda No.1, Tunis from 19 September
1943 to 4 October 1943)
May/June 1945 First aircraft left 22 May 1945. Ground echelon sailed In transit

on Queen Mary 15 June arriving 20 June.
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A Bit About the Liberator

In the following text there are many references to mechanical problems or enemy inflicted
damages to the B-24 aircraft that contributed to the eventual loss of the planes and crews. For the
many who were not mechanically involved over fifty years ago as well as those not familiar with
engines and mechanics, perhaps a few non-technical words concerning this aircraft would be
appropriate.

The D model of the B-24s that our original 27 crews obtained shortly before their planned flight
by the northern route from the U.S. to England were fresh from the factory, with few test flights
to correct problems. The Liberator itself was untried in battle, designed to peacetime
specifications, with the newly designed Davis wing to place it ahead of the older B-17 Fortress.
The major amount of technology, however, was not improved from that on the B-17s.

The oxygen system used the old masks with the rubber bladder with oxygen supplied on constant
delivery through very small, flexible rubber tubes. These tubes were easily crimped, shutting off
the supply to the airman, often not realized, resulting in an unconscious man and, if unnoticed,
death occurred. The bladder mechanism dangled under the chin, filled with moisture from the
breath, and froze from the very low, minus zero temperatures. Bladders had to be squeezed to
break the ice, or be replaced often to keep the oxygen flowing. Even command pilots, in charge
of missions passed out when their supply line crimped!

The solution was the new demand-type system, in which oxygen flowed only when the wearer
took a breath. The supply line was a heavy, corrugated hose, longer and quite flexible, which did
not crimp. The mask itself was improved for better fit and comfort.

Designed and supplied at many stations of the airplane was the new ‘walk-around’ bottle.
Whenever any airman found it necessary to leave his assigned position for whatever reason, the
walk-around was available. He would plug his mask hose to it and be safe for many minutes
away from the main oxygen system. Repairs could be made, wounded crewmen given aid, etc.
without endangering this man away from vital oxygen.

Heavy wool and leather suits proved to be unsuitable at the altitude that the German super 88
flak guns forced our formations to fly at. Designed for bombing altitudes less than 15,000 feet,
the men were very uncomfortable at altitudes above 20,000 feet. Frostbite was all too common.
Many airmen, particularly gunners at the waist windows open to the elements, suffered severe
frostbite to face, hands, and fingers, even death. Gloves removed to work on balky machine guns
resulted in skin frozen to metal, and painful injuries.

Electric suits, including gloves, eventually were supplied, reducing the injuries, but often
produced severe burns when they shorted out. High altitude temperatures were in the -35 to -45
degree range. The Liberator was a drafty aircraft, especially in later models when the nose turret
was installed.

The D model, as originally supplied, had no protective armor at all. First the pilot and co-pilot
had to have protection from bullets and flak, so exterior metal plates were installed on each side
of the cockpit. Spent .50 caliber cartridges from gunners on other aircraft frequently fell through
the formation, breaking the thin Plexiglas in front of the pilots, injuring them with the flying
shards, and exposing them to the full force of a nearly 200-mph wind. These were replaced much
later by thick glass or Plexiglas as were the small movable side windows of the two pilots.
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Armor plating was placed behind the two pilot’s seats, and even armored seats were installed in
later models. Later, too, flak suits were designed and made available to most airmen.

The heavy .50 caliber machine guns as well as the two or three smaller .30 caliber machine guns
on the first D models operated well at low altitudes and warmer temperatures, however, they
failed miserably at the colder temperatures of high altitude flying and in the first winter. It was
necessary to test fire all guns every few minutes during the assembly formation and all the way
across the North Sea. Even then, many guns had serious slowing down of the rate of fire, or froze
up completely. It was foolhardy for these aircraft to continue on against the hordes of fighters
with few to no guns firing for defense. Aborts had to be made, lessening the firepower of those
continuing. Exasperated pilots, fed up with the continuing aborts made necessary by failed guns,
obtained Thompson sub-machine guns, placed tracers in the belts, and the waist gunners would
use these in an attempt to hold off the attacking fighters with a show of tracers.

A non-freezing buffer oil was eventually developed and ended this often fatal failure of the
machine guns. It did not come soon enough.

One other modification was to the .50 caliber bullets’ supply belts. At first, these belts were
loaded in strings of 50 or so, and left loose. They were quickly used up with each burst from the
gun even before the enemy fighters attacked. By December 1942, the catwalk down to the center
of the bomb bay was loaded with boxes containing belts of ammunition to be retrieved by the
gunners as their first box load was used.

The solution came from the RAF bombers: long sections of flexible supports along the fuselage
on which long strings of cartridge belts could be stored and supplied directly to the guns, with no
interruption of defense away from each gun.

The B-24’s Pratt & Whitney engines were designed for high altitude flying (20 to 30 thousand
feet). In the rarified atmosphere at this altitude, it was necessary to attain full power through the
use of a supercharger to compress the air being sent to the cylinders. To compress the air, the
exhaust gases were duct back to the compressor (supercharger) located in the nacelle behind
each engine so that the hot gases could be used to spin a “bucket wheel” which, in turn,
compressed the intake air and forced it, under pressure, forward to the engine.

At first, the pilots would over-advance the supercharger controls. Then, when they pulled back
the throttle controls to slow down in formation, the supercharger would ram in too much air, and
the engines would be starved for fuel. They would seem to cut out momentarily, catch, and then
the power would surge back again. The impression was that the engines were malfunctioning,
and aborts were often made. When the lesson was learned, this problem was greatly reduced, but
the superchargers continued to misbehave until new, electric supercharger controls were
developed.

Whenever a “loss of power” is referred to in the text, it often meant that a problem occurred
somewhere in these two duct systems. Flak or bullets that damaged either the intake or exhaust
ducting would probably result in an immediate lessening of power from that engine. Similarly,
damage to the controls to the supercharger or the engine could give the same results. Of course,
physical damage to the engine itself would lessen the horsepower output as well. But many
engines continued to function with a cylinder head pushed completely off the engine block!

The three-bladed propellers were adjustable to “pitch” or the degree of bite that it could take
through the air. The pilot regulated this angle according to his power setting all during the flight.
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In the case of damages to an engine and it could no longer provide sufficient pulling power, the
pilots would hit a “feathering” button which would turn the blades sideways into the airstream to
prevent the propellers from “wind-milling.” Failure to feather means that the propeller would be
turned by the wind flowing past and would hold the plane back and severely reduce speed and
complicate handling.

Smoke or fire in the engine section could be the result of damages to the inlet fuel lines, a
rupture of the 28-gallon oil tank in that area onto the hot exhaust system, or actual damage to the
engine itself. Even a wind-milling propeller could cause severe overheating and possible fire
erupting.

Fire in the bomb bay section was quite common as that area was very vulnerable due to the
number of inflammable fluid lines passing through it. (Not to mention the gas-filled wing
immediately above it.) In addition to the very high octane fuel, there was a large hydraulic oil
reservoir that provided hydraulic fluid to operate the landing gear, the flaps, turrets, tail surface
controls, etc. Immediately in front of the bomb bay and under the rear edge of the flight deck
was an emergency power unit that also had a reservoir of gasoline. Batteries were located here,
too, with their acid. All of these items could contribute to the eruption of flames if damaged.

The elements alone were a formidable enemy long before the German activities occurred!
Formation of ice at take off, (and beyond) thick fog and clouds during assembly, flying through
high weather fronts while in formation, all took their toll. I am still haunted by the memories of
those original airmen when the tried to exit the airplane, barely able to walk, faces covered with
ice hanging down from those miserable oxygen masks. Close formation flying, itself, was
dangerous, causing too many collisions, too many deaths. But our brave men fought their way
through all of this, persevered, won!

Notes on Aircraft Numbering and Lettering

Each aircraft has a number and a letter associated with it. The very first aircraft in 1942 all had
one letter (from A to Z, with only a few that had bars above or below) over a series of numbers.
This was adequate until March of 1943 when the 506th Squadron arrived, at which point there
were too many aircraft for 26 letters, so they had to change it. They then started to put a
horizontal line (or bar) either below the letter or on top of the letter (in the case of the 506th).
The 67th Squadron was normally identified by a bar below the letter, but for a short period the
506th Squadron aircraft also had the bar below the letter. And, after April of 1944 the 66th
Squadron had a plus (+) in front of the letter. These were PFF aircraft. The 68th Squadron
generally had just the letter itself, with some exceptions until August 1943 where aircraft had
bars above the letters. As time went by, the bar was used to identify the Squadron as follows.

Table 2: 44th Bomb Group Squadron Markings

66th 67th 68th 506th
Squadron Marking Plus sign Bar below Just the letter Bar above
(i.e., A-Bar, A) (i.e., Bar-A)
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American Cemeteries and Walls of Memory

Many of the loss tables include a reference to American cemeteries or Walls of Memory
(WOM). There are many such sites. The ones where 44th Bomb Group members are either
buried or memorialized are shown below. The far right column shows how many 44th Bomb
Group members are buried or memorialized in each location.

Table 3: American Cemeteries

Country Location (s) National Cemetery Name 44th
Belgium Neupre Ardennes National Cemetery 103
Henri-Chapelle Henri-Chapelle National Cemetery 3
England Cambridge Cambridge American Cemetery 163
Italy Florence Florence American Cemetery 14
Anzio (Nettuno) Sicily/Rome American Cemetery 13
France St. James Brittany American Cemetery 1
Epinal Epinal American Cemetery 8
St. Laurent-sur-Mer Lorraine American Cemetery 27
Normandy Normandy American Cemetery 29
Draguignan (Var) Rhone American Cemetery 5
Luxembourg | Luxembourg City Luxembourg American Cemetery 2
Netherlands | Margraten Netherlands American Cemetery 80
Tunisia Carthage North African American Cemetery 15
463

Note: The Ardennes National Cemetery in Neupre, Belgium is sometimes referred to as Neuville-en-Condroz.

POW Camps

Members of the 44th Bomb Group were held in many different German prisoner of war camps.
These included camps specifically for airmen as well as some other camps where many 44th
Bomb Group ended up for one reason or another (for example, Stalag VII A).

Airmen were often brought first to Dulag Luft for interrogation and then transferred later to other
camps. 44th Bomb Group airmen also spent time in Italian or other POW camps.
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Table 4: POW Camps

Name Town General Location

Luft | Barth Northern Germany near the Baltic Sea, northeast of
Rostock

Luft 1 Sagan Eastern Germany between Berlin and Breslau

Luft IV Grosstychow Northern Poland near the Baltic Sea, east of Barth

Luft VII Bankau West of Breslau

Stalag XVII B | Krems/Gneixendorf | Northeast Austria

Dulag Luft Wetzlar Western Germany, northeast of Frankfurt

Stalag VII A Moosburg North of Munich

Wauwilermoos | Lucerne Switzerland

Acronyms and Contractions

Many acronyms and contractions are used in this book, particularly in the loss tables. Most will
be familiar to readers, but just in case, here is a list of common ones.

Table 5: Common Acronyms

A/IC Aircraft MPI Mean Point of Impact
ASN Army Serial Number NMI No Middle Initial
Capt. Captain PFF Path Finder Force
Eng. Engineer POW Prisoner of War
ETO European Theater of Operations Radio Op. | Radio Operator

F/O Flight Officer RAF Royal Air Force

FW 190 Focke-Wulf 190 (German fighter) RW Right Waist (gunner)
GEE A British navigational device Sat. Sergeant

KIA Killed in Action S/Sgt. Staff Sergeant

Lt. Lieutenant T/Sgt. Technical Sergeant
LW Left Waist (gunner) UG Underground

MACR Missing Air Crew Report WOM Wall of Memory

Me 109 Messerschmitt 109 (German fighter) | ZOlI Zone of Interior
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Medals

The following is a list of the medals (not necessarily in order of importance) which were
awarded to personnel in the 8th Air Force from 17 August 1942 to 15 May 1945.

Table 6: Medals

Medal of Honor 14
Distinguished Service Cross 220
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Service Cross 6
Distinguished Service Medal 11
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Service Medal 1
Legion of Merit 207
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Legion of Merit 2
Silver Star 817
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star 47
Distinguished Flying Cross 41,497
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Distinguished Flying Cross 4,480
Soldier’s Medal 478
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Soldier’s Medal 2
Purple Heart 7,945
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Purple Heart 188
Air Medal 122,705
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal 319,595
Bronze Star 2,972
Oak Leaf Cluster to the Bronze Star 12
Unit Citation 27
Meritorious Service Unit Plaque 19

A medal was given only once. Ribbons matching the medal were given at the same time. They
represented the medal and were worn in rows above the left breast pocket. A “cluster’ was a
small emblem worn on the ribbon of a decoration already received. An Oak Leaf Cluster was
awarded for an act meriting an award identical to the first one. A Bronze Leaf Cluster was
awarded for each additional honor. A silver Oak Leaf Cluster was awarded when five additional
awards were earned. Medals such as the Victory Medals, Prisoner of War medals, and Good
Conduct Medals were also awarded but are not listed in the table above.
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An individual also received an award or certificate when an award was made to his unit.
Individual groups were also awarded decorations for exceptional service within that group.

According to a May 1944 letter from the War Department, the Purple Heart was originally
established by General George Washington in August of 1782. It was revived by the War
Department in February of 1932 on the 200th anniversary of Washington’s birth. It is awarded to
persons who while serving in the Army are wounded in action. After 6 December 1941 it was
also awarded to those who are killed in action or who die as a direct result of wounds received in
action.
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house, and then spent so many evenings alone while I sat in my ”"War” room working to put this
book together.

Will Lundy

July 2005 edition www.44thbombgroup.com Page 27



44th Bomb Group Roll of Honor and Casualties

How to Use this Book

To locate an individual, refer to the alphabetical index at the back of the book. If the individual is
not mentioned on the specific page referenced, please check the surrounding pages.

The accounts in this book are organized by date, beginning with the first missions in 1942 and
continuing through 1945. The page headings allow the reader to flip through the book and find
the desired date. In addition:

e The table of contents entries provide a comprehensive listing that includes the following
information (where available): squadron number, aircraft number, pilot’s name, aircraft
name, and missing air crew report (MACR) number.

e If more than one incident occurred on any single date, the accounts are placed in
Squadron order — 66th, 67th, 68th, and 506th. In some cases, descriptions of aircraft that
returned with wounded crewmembers are placed after those aircraft that were lost.

e If more than one crew or incident occurred in the same Squadron on that same date, the
crews are shown in alphabetical order by pilot’s name in that Squadron.

e Data concerning each mission’s target is covered only at the beginning of each date, prior
to the incidents.

e The crew tables include the crewmembers’ names and ranks and where available crew
position, home town, and ASN.

The editor’s comments are either in notes or in the case of comments within a quote in square
brackets. Misspellings have been corrected and usage of common terms (i.e., crash-land, co-
pilot, FW 190, etc.) has been standardized in quotes.

The information is believed to be correct, but in any undertaking of this kind, there will certainly
be errors. The MACR numbers are an example. These were copied from paper records and there
may be some errors. Anyone sending a request to the government for an MACR should specify
the pilot’s name and the mission date when requesting an MACR, rather than relying on the
accuracy of these numbers.
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Other References

In addition to the original Roll of Honor (published in 1987) military data from MACRSs, there
are some other important sources for anyone who is interested in the 44th Bomb Group:

History of the 67th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bomb Group, The Flying Eight-Balls,
by Will Lundy, originally published in 1982, re-written in 1984, re-printed in 1987

Webb Todd’s History of the 68th Squadron
Norman Kiefer’s The Green-Nosed Flying 8-Balls
Ursel P. Harvell’s 44th Liberators Over Europe, 1946

The 44th Bomb Group in World War I1: The Flying Eight-Balls Over Europe in the B-24,
By Ron Mackay and Steve Adams, Schiffer Books

44th Bomb Group: The Flying Eightballs, Turner Publishing Company, Paducah
Kentucky, 1997

Mighty Eighth War Diary, by Roger A. Freeman, Janes Publishing, London and New
York, 1981

Ploesti: The Great Ground-Air Battle of 1 August 1943, by James Dugan and Carol
Stewart, Random House, New York, 1962

8 Ball Tails: Journal of the 44th Bomb Group Veterans Association (Volume 1, Issue 1
published in 1998)

The Journal: Official Publication of the Second Air Division Association

8th AF News: Magazine of the Eighth Air Force Historical Society

There is a web site dedicated to the 44th Bomb Group at www.44thbombgroup.com. This web
site contains more details on a database of 44th Bomb Group information that is available on CD
and which has been used in this work to confirm information related to individuals crews.
Another source for information on this database can be found at www.8thairforce.com.

Some members of the 44th have published their recollections in books. These include:

Archie Barlow Jr.’s “Pursuit in the Pyrenees”

Forrest Clark’s “Innocence and Death in Enemy Skies”

Dan Culler’s “Black Hole of Wauwilermoos” (Circle of Thorns Press, 1995)
Joseph E. Milliner’s “An Angel and the Eagle”

Eddie Picardo’s “Tales of a Tail Gunner” (Hara Publishing, 1996)

Keith C. Schuyler’s “Elusive Horizons” and “Sweet Eloise”

Ted L. Weaver’s “The Twenty-Third Mission”
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e Hartley A. “Hap” Westbrook’s “An lowa Pilot Named Hap” (McMillen Publishing,
2001)

And of course there have been many other shorter accounts and diaries. As an example, Capt.
Howard F. Adams (KIA, 26 February 1943) kept a diary that survived the war.

Other books with 44th missions as a central theme include:
e Jim Hamilton’s “The Writing 69th” (Green Harbor Publications, 1999)

e lan McLachlan and Russell Zorn’s “Eighth Air Force Bomber Stories” (Patrick Stephens,
Ltd., 1991) — This book includes an account of the 506th Squadron’s Bolin crew crash on
2 February 1944.

e Kevin Watson’s “Ruth-Less and Far from Home” (2000)
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